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This guidance includes advice on how Discretionary Housing Payments can be used to provide support to claimants affected by some of the main welfare reforms, including:


	application of the benefit cap
	removal of the spare room subsidy in the social rented sector
	reductions in Local Housing Allowance
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              31 May 2022
              Published revised versions of the Discretionary Housing Payments Good Practice Guide: May 2022. Updated paragraph 62.

            
	
              27 May 2022
              Updated both versions of the Discretionary Housing Payments Good Practice Guide: May 2022.

            
	
              1 February 2021
              Updated version of guidance including the Discretionary Housing Payments Good Practice Guide: January 2021.

            
	
              27 August 2019
              Updated section 2 of the guide to describe what a Discretionary Housing Payment cannot cover under Universal Credit.

            
	
              21 March 2018
              Changes to: paragraph 1.6 explaining Discretionary Housing Payments (DHPs); paragraph 1.13 about DHPs in Scotland; paragraph 2.0 about award criteria; paragraphs 2.3 and 2.4 about rent deposits and rent in advance; paragraphs 3.14 and 3.15 about information a claimant can give; paragraphs 7.1 to 7.4 about DHP funding; paragraph 7.15 about former Grenfell Tower residents; Section 1 about the benefit cap; Section 2 guidance about the removal of the spare room subsidy following court judgments; Section 3 about local housing allowance; Section 5 examples of good practice in paragraphs 5.3 and 5.4; Section 6 about profiling budget in paragraph 6.15; Appendix B about DHP monitoring.

            
	
              22 November 2017
              Revised Discretionary Housing Payments manual to reflect that this guidance stopped applying to Scotland from April 2017.

            
	
              13 December 2016
              Published revised DHP manual with updates to Benefit cap and the removal of the spare room subsidy.

            
	
              19 May 2016
              Published revised DHP manual updated to reflect welfare reforms being introduced during 2016/17 along with examples of good practice.

            
	
              10 February 2016
              Published revised PDF with formatting errors corrected.

            
	
              8 February 2016
              Updated the 'Good practice guide' sections.

            
	
              13 August 2015
              Updated the 'Good practice guide' sections.

            
	
              2 April 2014
              Updated with latest guidance manual to reflect amendments to the Discretionary Financial Assistance Regulations which ensure the scheme covers the introduction of Universal Credit and abolition of Council Tax benefit.

            
	
              28 August 2013
              First published.

            


      






  
  
    
      Get emails about this page





  

    Print this page






    

  

  

  


      
      
        Related content
      




      


  	Help with changes to Housing Benefit – editorial content
	Removal of the Spare Room Subsidy: good practice guide
	Removal of the Spare Room Subsidy: interim evaluation report
	Removal of the Spare Room Subsidy evaluation: final report
	Local authorities and advisers: removal of the spare room subsidy






      

    Collection


  	Housing Benefit: additional guidance manuals and good practice guides


















  
    
        
  
      



      

    Explore the topic


  	Welfare reform






  



    

  




    
  


      
        

  

  
    
      
        Is this page useful?

        	
            
              Maybe
          
	
            
              Yes this page is useful
          
	

            
              No this page is not useful
          


      

    


    
      Thank you for your feedback
    


    
      
        Report a problem with this page
    

  




  


  
    
      


      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance number or credit card details.


      
        This field is for robots only. Please leave blank
        
      


      

    
  What were you doing?





  

    



      

    
  What went wrong?





  

    




      


  Send



      
        Cancel
      
    

  






  


  
    
      


      
      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

