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WHO SHOULD READ

All Housing Benefit (HB) and Council Tax Benefit (CTB) staff

ACTION

For information

SUBJECT

Changes to First-Tier Tribunal rules

Guidance Manual

The information in this circular does affect the content of the HB/CTB Guidance Manual.
Please annotate this circular number against paragraph A6.120 and A7.74.

Queries

If you

« want extra copies of this circular/copies of previous circulars, they can be found on
the website at http://www.dwp.gov.uk/local-authority-staff/housing-benefit/user-

communications/hbctb-circulars/

« have any queries about the

- technical content of this circular, contact

Decision Making and Appeals (DMA) (Part of Legal Group)

Room GS 36
Quarry House
Leeds

Email: DMALEEDS.CUSTOMERSUPPORTSERVICES@DWP.GSI.GOV.UK

- distribution of this circular, contact Corporate Document Services Ltd Orderline

Email: orderline@cds.co.uk
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HB/CTB Circular A19/2009

Changes to First-Tier Tribunal rules

Introduction

1 This Circular gives guidance on the changes brought about by a recent
amendment’ to the First-Tier Tribunal Rules? (FtT Rules), which came into force on
1 September 2009.
! The Tribunal Procedure (Amendment No 2) Rules 2009, SI 2009 No 1975,
2 The Tribunal Procedure (First-tier Tribunal) (Social Entitlement Chamber) Rules 2008, SI 2008 No 2685
Background
2 When the FtT rules came into force on 3 November 2008 there was uncertainty as
to whether or not the Tribunal had the power to extend the absolute time limit of
13 months. Also the time limit of one month for appealing from the date a claimant
was sent a notice of a refusal to revise was not carried forward to the new rules.
Changes
3 From 1 September 2009 the FtT Rules were amended to make it clear that the
Tribunal has no power to extend the absolute time limit for appealing®.
LFtT Rules, rule 23(8)
4 The Rules were also amended to reinstate the intention that a claimant has one

month to appeal from the date on which the notice of refusal to revise is sent® but
late applications may be considered subject to the absolute time limit in

para 3 above.
! FtT Rules, Schedule 1
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